
Chemical Abortion Today and the 
Hope of Abortion Pill Reversal



What is a Chemical Abortion?

► Non - s ur gical  m ean s  of  en din g a 

pr egn an cy

► I n duced by  tak in g abor ti f acients  

► Com m only  r ef er r ed to as

► Abor tion P i l l ( s )

► M edical  Abor tion

► M edication Abor tion
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A New Frontier
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Two Drug Combo

• Mifepristone 
(Mifeprex , RU-486)

• 200 mg orally day 1

• Blocks progesterone 
receptors in uterus  
fetal death

• Misoprostol (Cytotec)
• 80 0  m cg buccal 24-4 8 

hours later

• I nduces contractions to 
expel the baby, 
placenta and other 
tissue



The Power of 
P rogesterone

Key actions of progesterone:
• Prepares the lining of the uterus 

for implantation of the embryo

• Promotes development of the 
maternal part of the placenta 

• Inhibits uterine contractions



Mifepristone Blocks 
P rogesterone

Key actions of mifepristone:
• Destablizes  uterus lining 

• Starves placenta, limiting nutrient 
and oxygen to the baby

• Could activate cervix to open, 
putting pregnancy at risk for loss 
and the mom at risk for infection 



U.S. MIFEPRISTONE TIMELINE

• Rapid approval
• 49 days
• 3 office visits
• Physician only
• Dispensed in HC Facility
• Report all serious adverse 

events

2000 2016 2021

• 70 days
• 1 office visit
• Any prescriber
• Report only death

• No office visit
• Can be delivered 

via mail
• 2023 – can be 

dispensed from 
local pharmacy



In the last three years, Abortion Pill 
Rescue Network (APRN) has seen a ten-
fold increase in clients obtaining abortion 
pill through a website or from a friend.



Abortion today

Abor tion  pr opon en ts  es tim ate that 
73 m i l l ion  l ives  wi l l  be en ded by  
abor tion  this  year  wor ldwide an d 
s om ewher e between  4 6  m i l l ion  –  
58  m i l l ion  wi l l  be chem ical . 

B ut do we even  k n ow how m an y 
l ives  wi l l  be en ded?

https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-sheet/induced-abortion-worldwide
https://www.guttmacher.org/2024/03/medication-abortion-accounted-63-all-us-abortions-2023-increase-53-2020
https://supportafterabortion.com/resources/medication-abortion/


Why do women choose 
abortion drugs?

• Forced or coerced
• Desire to avoid surgical intervention
• Perception it is safer and more 

natural
• Privacy



Complications/Adverse Events
Most common

• Retained tissue
• Hemorrhage (heavy bleeding)
• Infection 
• Transfusion 

Other adverse events
• Ongoing pregnancy 
• Ectopic pregnancy

Death



WHAT DOES THE DATA SHOW? 

• 4x higher complication rate than 
surgical abortions

• Nearly 1 in 9 women will 
experience a severe adverse event

• FDA label – 1 in 25 will need an 
emergency room visit





Some women regret taking mifepristone 
to en d a pr egn an cy an d des ir e a way to 
r es cue their  babies .



Reversal is Possible!

A well - established evidence - based natural hormonal 
therapy exists to reverse the effects of the artificial 

process of mifepristone abortion.



Statistics show over 8,000 lives saved! 
98 countries

Abor tion  pi l l  r ever s al  ( i t’ s  jus t pr oges ter on e)  gives  
wom en  a las t chan ce to choos e l i f e.



She needs to 
k n ow when  to 
s eek  help

Sign s  an d s ym ptom s  that m ay 
r equir e m edical  atten tion  af ter  
an  abor tion :

• H eavy bleedin g —  two or  
m or e pads  an  hour  f or  two 
hour s

• Sever e abdom in al  or  back  
pain

• F ever  las tin g m or e than  24  
hour s

• F oul- s m el l ing vagin al  
dis char ge



Who is the typical APR client?

● All classes, ages, ethnic, religious and economic backgrounds
● M edical  pr of es s ion als ,  s tuden ts ,  s om e have been  tr af f ick ed or  us ed
● T ear f ul ,  an x ious ,  an d af r aid
● Chal len gin g ci r cum s tan ces  or  have in f luen cer s  who chos e abor tion  

f or  them  
● V as t m ajor i ty  ar e alon e an d des per ately  wan t help to s ave their  

chi ldr en







1,400+ Prescribers
Clinics, Hospitals, and Pharmacies





She needs… 
● Honest answers
● I n f or m ation  &  Suppor t
● M edical  s er vices
● P ar en tin g s uppor t
● H ope f or  th e f utur e

“I wanted someone to tell me my 
options not how to start an abortion”



Even those who were unable to stop the 
abortion drug from ending the life of her 
child express thankfulness for the 
assistance they received from the APRN.

From the moment she realized her regret 
she did everything in her power to protect 
her child.



Promoting APR on trial in California

• APR is not on trial

• Talking about APR is

• Women can access APR, but they can’t know about it

• Reversal is a bad word

• The process is the punishment, unless… 

• Dangerous new legal precedent

• What we’ve learned

• What happens next? 



Thank you!

Heartbeat International

• Abortionpillreversal.com

• APRNWorldwide.org

• APRScience.org 

• medical@heartbeatinternational.org
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